
 

English II Honors 
10th Grade Summer Reading 

 

All Honors students must read The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini and respond to the items below. 
 

• What examples of race, gender, or class inequalities and injustices do you notice within this 

novel? Who maintains power within the text and in what ways is this power used? 
 

• To what extent is this a morality tale? Give examples from the text and support your 

observations. 
 

All students must read one book from one of the following list and complete a dialectical journal while 

reading their selection. The journal must include 3-5 entries per chapter. Directions for the dialectical 

journal, an example of a completed journal, and rubric are attached. 
 

• Contemporary Fiction: 
 

• The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
 

• House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
 

• Classic Fiction: 
 

• Animal Farm by George Orwell 
 

• Nonfiction: 
 

• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 
 

• Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English II Standard 

All students must read one book from one of the following list and complete a dialectical journal while 

reading their selection. The journal must include 3-5 entries per chapter. Directions for the dialectical 

journal, an example of a completed journal, and rubric are attached. 
 

• Contemporary Fiction: 
 

• The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
 

• House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
 

• Classic Fiction: 
 

• Animal Farm by George Orwell 
 

• Nonfiction: 
 

• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 
 

• Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy 



Your paper should follow this format: 
-3-5 entries per chapter, making sure to label each entry with page 
number and chapter number. 

 
A dialectical journal represents a method of having a conversation with a work of literature. It is 

a type of double-entry note-taking where students write notes that dialogue with one another, 

thereby developing critical reading and reflective questioning. 
 

Title and Author of Selection 

Text: On this side of the   paper 
 

 
 

 
(This is what the selection   says) 

 

 

 
Write what I think is a meaningful quote 

from the text. 

 
Include: direct quotes, citations, and 
brief summaries. (Page  #) 

 

Exclude: long drawn-out plot 
summaries, including great detail about 
every event. 

 

 

---------------------------------------- 
How will the DJ help  me? 

1. ✓ Encourages effective note 
taking 

2. ✓ Works with all kinds  of 
literature (including textbooks) 

3. ✓ Encourages critical reading 
4. ✓ Encourages active reading 
5. ✓ Encourages analytical 

thinking 
6. ✓ Encourages  habit of reflective 

questioning 
7. ✓ Allows me to explore and 

record new ideas 
8. ✓ Allows me to use writing as   a 

tool rather than a product to be 
judged 

9. ✓ Develops my confidence  in my 
reading  and  writing skills 

My Response. On this side of the paper 
(This is what I say.) 

 

Write a personal response of what I 
think about the passage. What is it 
about the writing that stands out and 
makes the work distinctive? 

 
May Include any or all of the following: 

1. ✓ Questions 
2. ✓ Inferences 
3. ✓ Predictions 
4. ✓ Reflections-  what the passage 

stirs in my  memory 
5. ✓ Associations 
6. ✓ My feelings toward the 

author’s words (tone) 
7. ✓ Words I don’t understand and 

definitions 
8. ✓ Words or passages I  think are 

important 
9. ✓ Connections among passages 

or sections of the work 
10.✓ Literary devices 
11.✓ Remarks about the writer’s 

word choices or diction 
12.✓ Remarks about detail and 

imagery 
13.✓ Remarks about sentence 

structure or syntax 
 

 

** Remember the goal: to arrive at the 
truth (Universal truth). Always use 
logic and textual evidence to support 
your findings (in other words, prove 
it!). 



Model 

The following page models a sample journal. Entries are based on responses to the short story 

“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell. 
 

 

 

 
 

Notes, etc. Page Observations 

 

Rainsford hears gunshot 

 

15 

 

Right?  Direction of Ship-Trap 
 par. 1 Island? Whitney mentioned in the 1st 

  sentence.  How far—sound carrying 

  on water? 

very “heavy” darkness 15 impenetrable 

 par. 1  

Rainsford cannot see, climbs on rail, 15 Does anyone hear “short hoarse” cry? 

knocks pipe from hand, over reaches, par. 2 Seems confident, balanced. 

falls in “blood warm” Caribbean.  Where were they going? 

  “Blood-warm” scarier than just 

  “warm.” 

Rainsford:  “straight flight was futile” 18 Smart—he realized he could not just 

  run…he would be caught or trapped. 

  Thinking like a hunter, he must trick 

  Zaroff. 

“I have played the fox; now I must 21 Clever—He has been clever like the 

play the cat of the fable.”  fox by leading Zaroff in circles; now 

  he needs sleep.  Therefore, he mimics 

  the actions of a cat and climbs in the 

  tree to think.  He pulls on his 
  knowledge of animals and stories to 

  try to survive. 



Dialectical Journal Rubric : 

 
 

 
 
 
A 

1. Detailed, meaningful passages, plot and quote selections 
2. Thoughtful interpretation and commentary about the text; Avoids clichés. 
3. Includes comments about literary elements such as diction, imagery, 

syntax, and how these elements contribute to the meaning of the text. 
4.   Makes insightful personal connections and asks thought-provoking, insightful 

questions 
5. Coverage of text is complete  and  thorough 
6. Journal is neat, organized and professional looking; student has followed 

directions in the organization of journal 

 
 
 
 

B 

1. Less detailed, but good plot and quote selections 
2. Some intelligent commentary; addresses some thematic connections 
3. Includes some literary elements, but less on how they contribute to the 

meaning 
4. Some personal connection; asks pertinent questions 
5. Adequately addresses all parts  of reading    assignment 
6. Journal is neat and readable; student has followed directions in the 

organization of journal 

 
 
 

 
C 

1. Few good details from the  text 
2. Most of the commentary is vague, unsupported, or plot 

summary/paraphrase 
3. Some  listing  of literary  elements; virtually  no  discussion 

on meaning 
4. Limited personal connection; asks few, or obvious 

questions 
5. Addresses most of the reading assignment, but is not very 

long or thorough 
6. Journal is relatively neat, but may be difficult to read. Student has not 

followed all directions in journal organization: loose-leaf, no columns, not in 
separate notebook, etc. 

 

 
D 
or 
F 

1. Even fewer details from the  text 
2. All notes are plot summary or paraphrase 
3. Few literary elements, virtually no discussion on meaning 
4. Limited personal connections, no good questions 
5. Limited coverage of the text: way too   short 
6. Did not follow directions in organizing journal; difficult to read or follow 


